64              Educational Theories.

best to have one method for all subjects of study, and
that all the books should be in the same editions. The
same methods will make knowledge real and sterling.
Also for this purpose children must be taught as far
as possible, not from books, but from heaven and earth,
oaks and beeches. The studies of the whole life must
be so arranged as to form an encyclopaedia of knowledge.
We must learn in such a way as to be able to communi-
cate what we know. Ask much, retain what^you are told,
teach what you have retained. Multa roga, retine docta,
retenta dcce. A man who teaches another teaches himself.

To learn shortly and quickly you must pursue the
following methods. Have one teacher for each class j a
teacher with improved methods can teach a large num-
ber. For this purpose Comenius recommends methods
many of which have become familiar to us. (i) Dividing
the class into bodies of ten, each with a prefect. (2)
Teaching nothing that is not heaf d and understood by
all. (3) A previous explanation of the general subject of
the teaching. (4) The teacher to be so placed that he
can command the whole class. (5) Passing m question
down the form from one to th<? other. (6) Allowing the
children to ask any questions when school is over. (7)
. If no one answers a question to ask the whole class, and
to praise the one who answers right. It is well to have
uniform, school books arranged in question and answer,
with extracts on the walls. Comenius laid such stress
on the importance of a carefully-arranged programme that
in Hungary he only received scholars once a year.
Primers expressed in short, simple language are useful.
Combine the teaching of things with that of words,
matter with style, learning with play. Avoid teaching
what is useless, or matters of too special a character.

Comenius goes on to describe at length the methods